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A social justice action research 

study on how learners  

express empathetic fusion  

for international issues in 

administration and welfare. 



• cosmopolitan literacies 



Student Engagement 
• Students assigned a topic 

• Presentation to peers 

• small group discussion 



Data 

Student Survey on Favorite 

Group Discussion Topic. 

Student written work coded for 

expressions of  empathy. 



The findings show that students expressed more 
empathy regarding themes about Korea rather 
than international topics 

 

 Week 8 Favorite Topics 

Korean Birthrate

World Human
Rights



Researched Topics create empathy 
“Sweat shops was my pecha kucha topic. 
I really like clothes and I am interested in 
fashion, design and shopping. However, I 
never wandered about who makes the 
clothes, shoes and bags I have. So I was 
really shocked when I received my topic 
and started the research. I felt sorry for 
the people who makes these product in 
an unhealthy environment experiencing 
sweat shops when I was just thinking 
how pretty they are. While doing 
research about this topic, I learned about 
how many brands do sweat shops and 
because I learned that some of the 
brands I like does sweat shop as a 
person who likes clothes it was a 
meaningful time for me to know about 
this.” (Example 1 from Action Research 
project) 

Because.. It is my topic.. at this time, I learned fire fighter's problem and it is very 
serious. So i was one again moved by the labor of the fire fighters. The other polices 
are urgently settled and have to solve the problems. (Example 4 from AR Project) 

My favorite Topic for week 6 was ‘Prison 
Reform”. It was my pecha Kucha topic and I 
liked it not only because it was my topic and I 
worked hard to prepare for my presentation 
but also because as I search more and more 
about this topic, the topic is too controversial 
that I can’t easily choose which way is right 
and I can’t fight with the opposite side since 
regarding human rights everyone’s opinion is 
right and valid.  (Example 2 from AR Project) 

This is my subject. I do not think it is a 
matter of our country. However, we need to 
be of interest to the world issue. We do not 
intervene directly. But we are interested in 
the issues of the world. And we think about 
how we could to help honor killings. 
(Example 3 from AR Project) 
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Cosmopolitan literacies:  
 local expressions of the global world  
Empathetic fusion:  
 trying to understand the ‘other’ 

“In Goizueta’s view, social justice work in the name of those on the margins 
is not something that can to be done to them. It is a process that begins with 
authentic relationships and spaces for community formation, where life experiences, 
perspectives, and analysis of those on the margins are critical starting 
points to individual and social transformation. This kind of unity and solidarity 
implies a deep sense of empathy, where one’s full humanity, dignity, and 
common personhood are affirmed. He describes this type of union as empathetic 
fusion: “To relate to another as a person, I must ‘fuse’ with him or her 
. . . as whole human beings. Thus, the only way we can ‘fuse’ with each other 
is affectively, through empathetic love”  (pp. 91–92).” – 
 
As quoted in: Toward a Pedagogy of Acompañamiento: Mexican Migrant 
Youth Writing from the Underside of Modernity. Page 558. By ENRIQUE SEPÚLVEDA III 
 



Results 

• Choosing global topics & letting learners 
discover information can help boost empathy. 

 



By sharing models 
and non-examples 

of empathetic 
fusion, teachers 

can explicitly 
unpack how 

learners can move 
towards a more 

care-focused 
learning 

Fight Positivism! 
“Core assumptions of positivism include the 
assertion that true knowledge exists ‘out there’” 
(p10) Nygreen 
  
In contrast  
to the assumption of universal, value-free 
knowledge,  
critical 
alternative  
epistemologies  
assert that all knowledge is  
partial,  
situated, 
constructed in practice, and  
tied to relations of power.  
  
Reproducing or Challenging Power 
in the Questions We Ask and the Methods 
We Use: A Framework for Activist 
Research in Urban Education by 
Kysa Nygreen 
 



Thank you 

Check out the Extended Summary for References. 

Check out my blog for my  initial action research project. 
(koreamaria.typepad.com/gwangju) 


